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Figs. 1, 2 - Conusphaera zlambachensis n. sp. 1) Holotype. Side view. Fischerwiese (sample 

GSI N. 2073, stub 491); SEM X 8500. 2) Same specimen as in Figure 1 (2 : apical view, 
SEM X 10,000). 

Description: 

Elongated cone, truncated at both ends, composed of some 35-40 calcitic lamellae, 

closely packed and radiating from the center of the cone. When viewed from the 

narrower base, the lamellae are seen to be inclined and arranged in a sinistrally 

turning spindle (Pl. 1, Fig. 3, 4, 6). The outer surface of the cone is covered 

by elongated, smooth plates, each one separated from the other. In LM, the 

form is too small to reveal the fine details of the lamellae and only the general 

conical shape and the cover plates, which in many speciments have fallen out 

(Pl. 1, Fig. 4, 5) could be discerned (Pl. 1, Fig. 7, 8). 

Dimension of the holotype: Length: 8 ~-tm; larger diameter: 5 f.Lm; smaller dia

meter: 3.5 f.Lm. 

Derivation of name: Species name is given after the Zlambach-Mergel, where the 

first specimens of the new species were found. 

Remarks: 

Conusphaera zlambachensis n. sp. resembles Conusphaera mexicana TREJO (of 

latest Jurassic-early Cretaceous age) from which it differs by the lack of a central 

canal and by the opposite trend of the lamellar inclination (compare THIERSTEIN 

1971, p. 482-3, Pl. III, Fig. 1, 2, Cretaturbella rothii THIERSTEIN, synonym of 

C. mexicana TREJO) . 

Type level: 

Choristoceras marshi zone, late Triassic, Rhaetian. 
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Distribution: Widespread in the examined samples of the Zlambach-Mergel of 
the Fischerwiese and Rossmoosgraben samples; less frequent in the Kendelbach
graben sample. 

Type locality: 

Ficherweise, north of Luppitsch, Austria. 

Depository: 

Collection of the Paleontological Department, Geological Survey of Israel, Jeru
salem (sample GSI N.2073 ). 
Holotype: Plate 1, Figures 1-3 (negatives SEM F.398/32-4). 
Paratype: Plate 1, Figure 5 (negative SEM F.408/14). 

Author: 

Moshkovitz S., 1982, p. 612; pl. 1, figs . 1-10. 
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